
Diamond Club Meeting Minutes November 20, 2013 

The meeting started at 7:00 pm 

Minutes were approved from last month. 

Lisa Zitel announced that we still need Banquet and Senior Night chairpersons. 

Finances – Tom Ricca 

Tom Ricca reported that the Club account is moving north which is a good thing.  Currently, we have 

about $11,400.  We started with only a little over $1,000.  He reminded everyone, however, that he still 

needs to write checks to Griggstown Farm and Super Sundaes for the Fall Pie Sale.  Tom also stated that 

the Diamond Club is in need of a laptop computer as his has just died.  He is looking for a Windows 

based computer that can run Quicken which he uses to keep track of the Club’s finances. He is hoping 

that someone may be able to donate a laptop in good condition.  Otherwise, we will probably have to 

purchase one that will belong to the Diamond Club and be passed down to the next treasurer. 

Rent a Raider – Renee Tackach 

Renee reported that she has collected $3,640 and there are still payments outstanding.  There have 

been over 70 jobs to date. 

Fall Pie Sale – Joyce Ruoff 

Joyce stated that we sold 398 pies which will garner a profit of about $2,400.  This year we sold 3 times 

as many pies as last year.  She also thanked the Schulz family for their assistance with the sale.  Pie pick 

up is scheduled for Saturday, November 23 between 11 and 1 at 7 Carriage Way.  Ice Cream pies can be 

picked up directly from Super Sundaes any time after 1:00pm that day.   

Sponsors – Jennifer Watson 

Jennifer reported that we have collected $1,750 in sponsorship money so far.  She stated that we have a 

list of about 50 potential businesses to pursue.  She also stated that she is seeking to combine 

sponsorship tracking.  The goal is to raise $20,000 through the sponsorship committee.   She has already 

received a donation from Lexus in Bridgewater and she also plans to approach Fullerton.  Jennifer 

Romanowski stated that she has approached Philly Pretzel as a sponsor.  Lisa Zitel reminded everyone to 

let Jennifer Watson know if they plan to approach a sponsor.  She also reminded everyone that if a 

business cannot sponsor us at our higher levels that we can remind them that they can donate an 

auction item for the Diamond Dance or contribute to the Pancake Breakfast placemat sponsorships.   

Diamond Dance – Sue Brozas 

The Diamond Dance is scheduled for February 27, 2014 at Pheasants Landing.  The ticket price will 

include a DJ, prizes, and fun.  Sue stated that tickets are available tonight and will be available at the 

December and January meetings.  She also reminded everyone that she is looking for small prizes that 



can be used as giveaways at the dance.  Last year the dance was only advertised internally.  This year we 

will post information about the Diamond Dance on the website and hopefully the Hillsborough Baseball 

League will advertise on their website as well.  Karen Kellerman will ask if the HBL would be willing to 

send out an email to their distribution list.  It was also reported that last year about 110 people 

attended the dance. 

Pancake Breakfast – Tom McNulty 

Tom introduced himself as the chair of the Pancake Breakfast.  It was stated that Jennifer Watson will 

coordinate the sponsorship portion of the Pancake Breakfast.  Tom reported that his goal is to have 

100% of all large food supplies needed to be covered through donations and reach out to parents only if 

he can’t cover all supplies through donations.  The players are encouraged to sell as many tickets as 

possible, but will be given 10 initially.  Barbara Vadinsky is coordinating ticket sales.  Alpha Graphics has 

printed the tickets in the past at a cost of about $50.00.  The board members have decided that all 

tickets will be $8 as a uniform price makes it easier to control ticket sales.  

Apparel – Karen Kaminsky 

Karen reported that the online store is open for the Holiday Apparel Sale.  The Sale will run from 

November 22 through December 1.  Apparel will be available for pickup on December 17 at the 

Diamond Club meeting or other arrangements can be made.  She also reported that she does not have 

much inventory left over from last year.   

Away Game Subs – Jennifer Romanowski 

Jennifer stated that last year Just Subs charged $3.25 per player and she has put in a call to the owners 

to double check that they will continue to honor last year’s price.  It was pointed out that last year the 

Club spent between $1,800 and $2,000 on food.  It was also pointed out that Just Subs was not a 

sponsor last year.  Jennifer indicated that she will also ask Shop Rite and Weis for a price.   

501c3 Update – Kevin Sluka 

Kevin was not at the meeting and no update was available. 

Field Maintenance – Phil Sabatino 

Phil reported that he had no update and no money. 

Other Business: 

Barry Serin wondered if it would be possible to create a library of instructional of videos.  Coach sent out 

an email earlier in the year with a great instructional video.  Instead of everyone buying the video, 

maybe a lending library of videos, books, and magazines could be created.  It was suggested that a 

repository would need to be created to keep track of them.  Coach Hewitt mentioned that he has 

purchased an external hard drive to keep track of videos and articles he has written.  He also mentioned 

that he is making a series of videos for the HBL that will be put on their website.  Coach is also a fan of 



Joe Beck’s 8 step hitting system.  Instructional videos can also be put on the Diamond Club website.  

Tom Ricca added that we can pick up a few videos once we raise a little more money. 

Community Service – Karen Kellerman and Lisa Zitel 

Karen Kellerman explained an idea that both she and Lisa share having to do with community service.  It 

is important that the boys give back to the community as a team.  Karen suggested that the team adopt 

a family for the holidays through social services or through Homefront in Ewing.  Another member 

suggested the boys could work together at the soup kitchen in Bound Brook.  Karen and Lisa will 

continue investigating this idea. 

5th/6th Grade Dance – Jennifer Watson 

Jennifer Watson explained a new fundraising idea that would have the club hold a dance for 5th and 6th 

graders.  She has raised a good amount of money in the past running this type of dance.  The idea is to 

charge between 5 to 10 dollars, provide donated water, a DJ, and potentially sell pretzels.  The dance 

would be held at the high school commons.  The players and some of the parents would serve as 

chaperones.  She will look into whether the commons would be available for this.  It was questioned 

whether the Club would be covered for this type of activity.  Jay Jeney explained that activities of the 

Club are covered.  We have blanket coverage for a year.  Coach Hewitt explained that he just has to let 

our insurer know what we’re doing and where we are doing it in order to be covered. 

Budgeted Items: 

PA system for the Varsity Field will be considered after necessities are taken care of. 

Coach Hewitt has ordered 3 dozen hats which cost $612. 

Seven replacement jerseys at $75 a piece have been ordered. 

Field turf is being looked into for the batting cages.  Used turf would be fine.  The turf would need to be 

about 14 feet wide and 70 feet long. 

Coach’s Corner – Coach Hewitt 

Coach Hewitt announced good news - Matt Hornich has signed a Division I Letter of Intent to play at the 

University of Delaware.   

Coach also stated that the Virginia trip has been approved by the Board of Education.  He will need a 

$500 refundable deposit to secure the reservation.  The rooms are $75 each and include breakfast, a 

pool, and Jacuzzi.  He will also need a tip for the bus driver. 

Coach thanked Renee for the incredible job she is doing with Rent a Raider and assured her that Rent a 

Raider is covered by the Club’s insurance. 



Coach Hewitt stated we are hosting the games this year with East Brunswick.  He is going to ask Tom 

Britt who owns The Stagehouse to provide his barbecue special again.  Two years ago Tom donated all of 

the profits back to the Diamond Club. 

Finally, Coach wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  He stated that we had great summer and fall 

teams and wanted the parents to think about two things.  1.  Stay on the kids about academics.  2.  

There has been a lot of drinking at the football games and throughout the community.  Be open with the 

kids and tell them it takes more courage to walk away than to join in.  He also said that they can blame it 

on him if they need to walk away.  He also quickly informed everyone that a JV Tournament at 

Hillsborough has been approved. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 


